THE   BARBARIANS
not aware of the local taboos, slipped through a hole in the park palings The Master, deeming that in such a case of necessity the only course was to hack through, jumped off, and with the aid of one of his whips tore quite a considerable gap, through which the hounds and field passed It was only when he got home that somebody pointed out to him the unforgivable nature of the crime that he had committed, and advised him to make such timely amends as were possible Accordingly he sat down and wrote,
" Dear Lord------
I am afraid this afternoon I had to pull up some rotten old pailings (w) in your park I hope/* etc , etc
When he received this letter on the following morning, his Lordship, who was already on the verge of apoplexy and litigation, would almost certainly have crossed it on reading the word " rotten ", had not the next word but one simultaneously caught his eye Now he was by way of being a wit, and a wit of the ponderous and unhurried school that wages warfare by a process of sap and parallel reminiscent of the old siegecraft The spelling of " pailings " was an opportunity not to be missed The original grievance was forgotten, and for the rest of the morning his Lordsnip was engaged in the composition of a long and elaborate epistle, commencing somewhat as follows
"Dear Mr------
When I was at Eton, I was under the impression, which would now appear to have been erroneous, ti&t the spelling of the word * palings Y? etc, etc
Ito accident, and incidents like it, were reported &x all the country houses of the